
trophy 
awards
Stone Creek 
Landworks 
& SOHNCO 
profiled
Keying In To Better 
Website Content

boulder 
impressions 

To Bid Or Not? 
Commercial  
Projects



This Award: The President’s Trophy, which 
honors the best entry from all residential 
categories

Who Won: Stone Creek LandWorks 

Who’s Who At Stone Creek Landworks: 
Mike Glick is president and Victor 
Perederi is vice president and director of 
site design at this 12-year-old company. 
Staff members at the 40-plus employee 
company, headquartered in Thousand 
Oaks, include ironwelders, plumbers, 
electricians and lighting, maintenance 
and irrigation specialists. “We try not to 
sub out work, that way we can control 
quality,” Glick says.

The Project: Renovation of the 1.5-acre 
landscape surrounding a private resi-
dence in Westlake Village. The original 
scope of work was a “minor” remodel 
of the concrete surrounding the existing 
pool, but then grew to include the rear 
courtyard, the front yard and areas at the 
back of the estate. “As the homeowners 
saw the project coming together, and 
saw what we could do, they got more 
and more excited and added more and 
more on,” Glick says.

How Long Did It Take? About a year.

Final Budget: Almost $1 million.

What Stone Creek LandWorks Is Best 
Known For: “Everybody’s telling us 
they know the Stone Creek style,” says 
Perederi: design and installation of 
high-end “residential resort” projects. 
Residential installation makes up about 
90 percent of the business; 60 percent of 
their maintenance work is residential; 40 
percent commercial. 

Who’s Who On This Project: Glick and 
Perederi were principals. Stone Creek’s 
Lalo Lopez was landscape supervisor. 

Do You Maintain The Property Now? 
“Yes, we have a crew of three. They’re on 
site for four hours once a week.”

What’s One Of This Project’s Coolest 
Features: “I’d have to say the exten-
sive use of limestone masonry that 
creates a special warmth,” says 
Glick. Perederi adds that the 
courtyard’s 15-foot-tall wood-
burning fireplace built of Sonora 
stone and cast-in-place concrete 
is “spectacular.” Glass tiles surround 
the exterior of the firebox, reflecting 
the flames. “If there’s one word that 
describes this project, it’s emotion,” 
Glick says. 
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What Kind Of Pathways Did You Install 
For Taking In The Views? Decomposed 
granite switchback paths meander up 
the hillside.

Any Challenges? Rattlesnakes. “We found 
five,” says Glick, “which is five too many. 
And we had a deer coming down to eat 
the roses.” 

What Did You Do About The Snakes? 
The guys wore leather chaps as they 
cleared the slope.

And The Deer? A lot of temporary fencing.

What Did You Learn On This Job That 
You Could Pass Along To Your Fellow 
Contractors? One of the big things we 
learned was that by showing the client 
what we could do, they added more 
and more work. We found out that by  
following through, and listening to the 
client, we could grow this project into an 
award-winner.

What Else Is Cool About The Front? 
Stone Creek completely redesigned and 
reoriented it. “It used to look like you 
could drive right up to the front stairs 
into the front door,” Perederi recalls. 

“It was really awful. We took the stairs 
and had them face the driveway. We 
were also able to eliminate about 20 of 
the stairs, which was great because you 
used to be out of breath by the time you 
got to the door.” Concrete and limestone 
pavers, cast-cap concrete pilasters 
and a cast-concrete staircase create an 
elegant, integrated look.

What Else? Two old-growth olive trees 
were craned in, removed from their 
72-inch boxes and installed. Queen, triple- 
trunk and other specimen palms added 
maturity to the landscape “right away.”

Did Your Design To To Incorporate 
What You Can See From Inside The 
House? “Absolutely,” says Perederi. 

“Since deer live in the nearby hills, we 
came up with the idea of building a 
dry streambed visible from a big bay 
window. We placed one of the clients’ 
bronze deer in the streambed, so from 
the inside it looks like a panoramic paint-
ing. We always consider the view from 
inside the house.” 

Which Emotion? “Serenity. Their friends 
have commented this is nicer than any of 
the hotel gardens they’ve ever been to.”

How Many Square Feet Of Limestone 
Used For The Pool Deck? About 3,500. 

What’s Another Great Feature Of This 
Project? There’s an overflowing urn in 
the rose garden, and in the backyard, a 
set of rustic stairs sheltered by an arbor 
(designed and fabricated by Stone  
Creek LandWorks) for espaliered fruit trees.

What Kinds Of Rock And Stone Did You 
Use? Sonora stone from Mexico for the 
stairs; the retaining walls are what locals 
call Santa Barbara sandstone.

What Else Makes This Project Resort-
Like? A completely renovated pool and 
spa, state-of-the-art landscape lighting 
and more than 30 assorted citrus trees 
including Meyer lemon, pottted kum-
quats, and assorted citrus. 

Anything Else? A rose garden, more than 
2,500 shrubs and trees, and about 500 
flats of groundcover, primarily myo- 
porum. There are also mass plantings 
of Salvia Greggii for color, and a show-
stopping pink bougainvillea at the front 
entrance that climbs custom arches.
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